
Back to School 2008-9
As classes resume this fall, more than 2.2 million students will attend more 

than 7,000 Catholic elementary and secondary schools.  Many thousands 
more will resume instruction in parish religious education programs.

During his visit to the United States, Pope Benedict XVI described Catholic 
education as  “an outstanding apostolate of hope seeking to address the 
material, intellectual and spiritual needs of over three million children and 
students.”  He declared that the long-term sustainability of schools “must be 
assured” and added, “No child should be denied his or her right to an education 
in faith, which in turn nurtures the soul of a nation.” 

The Pope paid particular attention to catechesis during his visit “Religious 
education is a challenging apostolate,” he said, “yet there are many signs of a 
desire among young people to learn about the faith and to practice it with vigor.” 

The First Day of School 
Dear Lord, 
Tomorrow is the fi rst day of school. I am really, 
really scared. Lord, please give me the courage 
and guidance I need. Amen.   —Asilish, age 11 

A Prayer for Help 
Dear God,
I need help in getting better grades. I know 
you can’t do it for me, but you can give me the 

hope and courage I need.  I need help trying to 
be with people, not just being by myself. I need 
help participating in school. God, please give me 

strength and spirit. Amen.  —Carissa, age 11 

Prayers from ”Between You & Me God,” a new book of prayers 
by Catholic kids, 2008. Reprinted with permission of the publisher, 
Daughters of St. Paul/Pauline Books and Media.  All Rights 
Reserved.
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Jubilee Year Dedicated to Saint Paul

Is that where the homework comes from?

Nearly half of 
private school 
students are in 
Catholic schools
Catholic schools represent 
29.7% of all private schools, 
but they enroll 46.2% of 
students in private schools.

Although the number of Catholic schools has 
declined, there are more teachers in schools 
today than there were 20 years ago.
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Catholic Schools Week 2009 
Puts Spotlight on Service 
The theme for Catholic Schools Week 2009 
celebrates Catholic schools and community 
service.  The logo for the observance shows the 
theme “Celebrate Service” with hands reaching 
out and surrounding a globe.  The “t” in the 
word celebrate is formed as a cross. Catholic 
Schools Week will be observed Jan. 25-31. 
Schools typically celebrate 
Catholic Schools Week 
with Masses, open houses 
and activities for students, 
administrators, faculty, 
school staff, the community 
and families.  Additionally 
this year many schools 
will undertake new service 
projects.
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Crossword Puzzle Answers:

Across
4. “______, Hope and Love”
6. Two books in the Bible are 

addressed to these people 
8. Paul’s original name
9 Man who helped Paul see
13. “I can do all things through ____”
14. Pope declared a _____ Year
16. Jesus appeared to Paul on the 

road to ______
20.  Island refuge after the shipwreck 
22. Silversmiths rioted here
26. “O death, where is thy _____”
28. Roman emperor when Paul died
29. Famous artist who painted his 

self-portrait as St. Paul
30. Apostle to the ______
32. “The greatest of these is _____”
33. Number of Paul’s missionary 

journeys
34. “Wages of sin is _____”

Down
1. Paul’s birth city
2. Watery disaster on the way to Rome
3. One of the Fruits of the Spirit
5. Citizens of Galatia
7. Shares feast day with this man
10. “If God is for us, who can be ___ us”
11. Early travel companion
12. Basilica in Rome, outside the _____ 
15. Paul’s citizenship
17. City where disciples were fi rst called 

Christians
18. “Love is _____, love is kind.”
19. A method of escape out of 

Damascus
21.  Paul’s occupation
23. “Children, obey your _____”
24. Paul witnessed this man’s 

martyrdom
25. “Eye has not seen nor ear _____”
27. How Paul died 
31. First New Testament book after the 

Gospels


