Back ¢to School 2008-9

s classes resume this fall, more than 2.2 million students will attend more
than 7,000 Catholic elementary and secondary schools. Many thousands
more will resume instruction in parish religious education programs.

During his visit to the United States, Pope Benedict XVI described Catholic
education as “an outstanding apostolate of hope seeking to address the
material, intellectual and spiritual needs of over three million children and
students.” He declared that the long-term sustainability of schools “must be
assured” and added, “No child should be denied his or her right to an education
in faith, which in turn nurtures the soul of a nation.”
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The Pope paid particular attention to catechesis during his visit “Religious
education is a challenging apostolate,” he said, “yet there are many signs of a
desire among young people to learn about the faith and to practice it with vigor.”
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The First Day of School

Dear Lord,

Tomorrow is the first day of school. | am really,
really scared. Lord, please give me the courage
and guidance | need. Amen. —Asilish, age 11

A Prayer for Help

Dear God,

| need help in getting better grades. | know

you can't do it for me, but you can give me the
hope and courage | need. | need help trying to
be with people, not just being by myself. | need
help participating in school. God, please give me

strength and spirit. Amen. —Carissa, age 11 4. Hope and Love”
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