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Catholic Educators to Gather in Minneapolis for Annual Convention

Humorist Garrison Keillor Will Be Keynote Speaker

Washington, D.C--The National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) returns to the upper Midwest next year when the association convenes in Minneapolis, Minn., for its 2010 convention and expo April 6 to 8.
Sessions will be held at the Minneapolis Convention Center.

The meeting of the association and its related National Association of Parish Catechetical Directors is expected to attract more than 6,000 participants, who will have the opportunity to attend more than 200 professional development sessions and visit 400 companies and vendors in the exhibit hall. 

Minnesota humorist Garrison Keillor, whose weekly “Prairie Home Companion” show is heard by 4 million listeners on 590 public radio stations, will deliver a keynote address.

The host diocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis is home to 101 schools enrolling 35,335 students and employing 2,806 teachers.  Schools are located in 68 cities in 11 counties of the dioceses. The archdiocese ranks 14th in enrollment among the 176 U.S. Latin Rite dioceses. 
The NCEA convention has been held in Minneapolis twice, in 1971 and 1997. St. Paul hosted the convention in 1933. 


Registration will be available online beginning in November at www.ncea.org/events//NCEAMinneapolisCentral.asp. 
Established in 1904, the NCEA is the largest private professional education organization in the world, representing 200,000 Catholic educators serving 2.2 million students in Catholic elementary and secondary schools, in religious education programs, in seminaries and in colleges and universities.
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