From NCEA – For Back to School 2009.
I Didn’t Hear What You Said

The crowd was noisy and there were distractions, so not everyone heard the end of these sentences spoken by famous Americans.  See if you can complete them using the words from the accompanying list. (Not every word on the list will be used.)

1.   “Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!” cries she, with silent lips. “Give me your tired, your (      )….
Emma Lazarus, The New Colossus, 1883; later inscribed on the base of the Statue of Liberty

2.  I only regret that I have but one life to give for my (     ). 

Nathan Hale, September 22, 1776, before being hanged by the British as a spy
3.  I know not what course others may take, but as for me, give me liberty or give
     me (      ).

Patrick Henry, speech to the Virginia Convention, March 23, 1775

4.  One, if by land, and two, if by (     ).

Paul Revere’s ride by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 1860

5.  Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new 
     nation, conceived in (     )….
Abraham Lincoln, address at Gettysburg, November 19, 1863

6.  We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect (     )….
Preamble to the Constitution, September 17, 1787
7.  I have not yet begun to (     ).

 John Paul Jones, aboard Bonhomme Richard, September 23, 1779

8.  Oh, say, can you see by the dawn’s early (     )….
Francis Scott Key, Star Spangled Banner

9.  The only thing we have to fear is fear (     ).

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, first inaugural address, March 4, 1933

10.  I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their (     ).
Martin Luther King, address at the Lincoln Memorial, August 28, 1963.

A.  character 

B.  country

C.  death

D.  minds

E.  fight

F.  happiness

G.  itself

H. nation

I.  liberty

J.  light

K. speak

L.  poor

M. sea 

N. union

(Answers below)

Answers

1-L

2-B

3-C

4-M

5-I

6-N

7-E

8-J

9-G

10-A

