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Servite High School Student Anthony Villanueva Receives Seton Scholarship
Senior Attends Anaheim, Calif., School in Diocese of Orange
Washington, D.C. – Six Seton scholars have been named by the National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA), among them Anthony Villanueva, a student at Servite High School in Anaheim, Calif.
The Seton scholarships are given every year in conjunction with the Seton Awards, NCEA’s highest honor. Seton Awards are given in recognition of significant philanthropic, leadership or service contributions to Catholic education, and each honoree designates one student as a Seton scholar. Mr. Villanueva is the Art and Gaye Birtcher Seton Scholar. The award and the scholarship are named in honor of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774-1821), who is regarded by many as the founder of the U.S. Catholic school network. 
Mr. Villanueva became the first student manager and the first student CEO of a student-run corporation, Trinity Corp., which supports the retail, foodservice, plant and event functions of Servite High School. He competes nationally for classical guitar, and is a member of the track team, competing in shot put. He started a student-run ministry called Servants Kitchen, which feeds the homeless, and he plans to study business or psychology in college.

Mr. Villanueva will receive the Seton Scholarship during the 19th annual Seton dinner and awards ceremony on Oct. 5 at the Ronald Reagan International Trade Center in Washington, D.C. 
Seton awardees Art and Gaye Birtcher co-chaired the campaign to build Santa Margarita Catholic High School and later funded the renovation of its chapel. Mr. and Mrs. Birtcher co-chaired the construction committee and served as benefactors for the new Mission San Juan Capistrano Parish elementary school. They are active in pro-life activities and other philanthropic causes.
The NCEA, founded in 1904, is a professional membership organization that provides leadership, direction and service to fulfill the evangelizing, catechizing and teaching mission of the church. NCEA members include elementary schools, high schools, parish religious education programs and seminaries.

-end-

Note to editor: Anthony Villanueva bio below

Anthony Villanueva (Senior)

Art and Gaye Birtcher Seton Scholar

Servite High School, Anaheim, California

Anthony Villanueva carries a 3.5 grade point average and is enrolled in classical guitar. He plays for most school events and participates in national competitions. He is also a member of the track team, competing in the shot put. 
Anthony became the first student manager and the first student CEO of the new student-run corporation, Trinity Corp., which supports the retail, foodservice, plant and event functions of the school. As CEO, Anthony organizes the student directors and interns in all aspects of inventory management, merchandizing, cash control, food service standards and event coordination. Anthony has also been instrumental in starting a student-run ministry to the homeless called Servants Kitchen. Through Servants Kitchen the students of Servite bring a hot meal, clothing and toiletries to the homeless around the school. Anthony has been responsible for organizing the young men to beg for the food in the mendicant tradition, prepare, box and deliver a nutritious dinner. On many occasions Anthony has even played the classical guitar at the park for the homeless as they eat. He would like to study business or psychology in college.

