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Extending a helping hand --
CATHOLIC YOUTH WILL COLLECT FUNDS TO SUPPORT EDUCATION

IN HURRICANE-STRICKEN REGIONS—ONE CHILD AT A TIME 
Washington, D.C. —Catholic school children and students enrolled in religious education programs are being asked—once again—to extend a helping hand to their counterparts in areas impacted by the recent Gulf of Mexico hurricanes. 

 Through “Child to Child Two: A Catholic Campaign to Aid Education” the National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) will collect contributions from the 6.3 million students enrolled in its member schools and parish religious education programs to assist their peers in areas affected by this season’s hurricanes.

“Following the devastation of the 2005 hurricanes in the gulf, Catholic youth contributed more than $1 million—often one dollar at a time—to aid schools in the affected regions,” said Dr. Karen Ristau, president of NCEA. “We are asking them once again to step forward to help fellow students whose schools and lives have been disrupted by the 2008 storms. Damage from the recent storms affected not only the Gulf Coast but many inland areas as well.” 
Every student will be asked to give $1 (or as much or little as they can), which will be used to purchase school supplies or support other educational needs in Catholic schools and parish religious education programs. 
 “We are counting on our young people to reach out to thousands of children whose lives have been turned upside down,” Dr. Ristau said. “We know that there are many programs underway to provide relief and rebuilding,” she added. “Our goal is to give children the chance to help other children by providing funds for resources like books, computers, paper or pencils—from one student to another.” 
 Dr. Ristau added that discussions with superintendents and administrators in Catholic schools and parishes underscored the great damage that has been incurred, along with the long-term interruption of classes and services. “It is really a very sad and disheartening situation,” said the NCEA president. “This campaign will provide both financial and moral support to those in need. And they already have our constant prayers.” 
NCEA will collect the monies and distribute them to dioceses that incurred storm damage. All money collected will go to direct assistance. For more information about the “Child to Child Two” campaign visit www.ncea.org. 
There are more than 7,300 Catholic schools nationwide serving 2.3 million students; more than 4 million students are enrolled in religious education programs. 

NCEA is the largest private professional education association in the world. The Association's membership includes more than 200,000 educators serving millions of students at all levels from pre-K through graduate school. It was founded in 1904.
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