COMMISSIONING OF NEW MEMBERS OF A


BOARD, COUNCIL, OR COMMISSION OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION





(There is no universally accepted or mandated commissioning rite. However, a formal commissioning is usually advisable as a way to formalize responsibilities and inform the community. This is one that can be adapted to fit your needs. The commissioning normally takes place during the celebration of the Eucharist, since Catholic education is usually part of the mission of the entire local worshipping community[ies]. The homily might address the mission of Catholic education, the unique mission of the school[s], the importance of everyone’s role, and the need to depend on the guidance of God. After the homily, the new members are invited to stand and approach the altar.)





INSTRUCTION





Our Lord has called the church, the people of God, to work with him in serving others as he has served us, for the good of all: in our homes, in our work, in our recreation, in our communities. Everyone who is baptized shares this vocation, to be the light of the world with Jesus, and to bring the life of his Spirit into all the areas and concerns of human life.





As members of the [name of board, council, or commission], you have been chosen by the school community to lead the institution in preparing students to be responsible members of the community and faithful followers of our Lord. (Briefly summarize the responsibilities and authority of the board as stated in the bylaws, constitution, or other founding document.)





READING  (1 Peter 4:8-11)





A reading from the First Letter of Peter:


Above all, let your love for one another be intense, because love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaining. As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace. Whoever preaches, let it be with the words of God; whoever serves, let it be with the strength that God supplies, so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.





PROMISES





(The presider addresses the new members being commissioned.)


Will you now promise to accept and faithfully perform the duties for which you have been selected?  R: I will.





Will you prepare yourself to understand the issues, listen patiently to all points of view, strive to do what is best for the big picture, and make every effort to participate in meetings and activities?  R: I will.





Will you strive to hold as sacred the dignity and rights of students and staff, and help them to grow in freedom and responsibility as they learn to live as Jesus wants them to live?  R: I will.





Will you strive to work together with board members, administrators, teachers, parents, and all concerned in a spirit of cooperation, mutual respect, and charity for the good of our school and community?  R: I will.





(The presider then addresses the gathered community.)


And you, the people of God gathered here to represent the entire school community, will you support these leaders as they carry out their ministry? Will you pray for them, respect them, speak honestly and constructively, and work with them to provide the best Catholic education for the children of our community?  R: We will.





PRAYERS





Let us pray. We thank you, Father, for your selection of [names] and for their promises to use their many gifts in service to [name] Catholic School[s] and its [their] mission.





We ask your blessing on the promises made here today. We ask for insight to creatively respond to the challenges confronted by the board. We ask for openness to others’ thinking and expertise. We ask for energy and commitment to move forward the strategies that will lead the school(s) into a new day and hopeful future, that will ensure a high quality education, and graduates who love the Lord.





We take this opportunity to pray for our administrators [names], teachers, and staff. Fill them with wisdom and patience, skill in teaching, and faithfulness to your Word, that they may with gladness teach, comfort, counsel, and guide your people to maturity.





We also pray for our students and their families. May they be diligent in nurturing the gifts that are within them. May they grasp new discoveries; grow in understanding and in wisdom; seek the good of fellow students and of all people; and in spite of the injustices and temptations around them, may they always follow the path of life.





Give us all the grace to grow in faithfulness to you and in service to one another, through Christ our Lord. R: Amen.
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