PRAISE and PRAYER

DATE

TIME
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Leader:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Reader 1:
In the beginning was the Word; the Word was in God’s presence and the Word was God.  (open the Bible)

Reader 2:
He was present to God in the beginning.  Through Him all things came into being, and apart from Him, nothing came to be. Whatever came to be in Him, found life, life for the light of men.  (bless with holy water).

Reader 1:
And the light shines on in darkness, a darkness that did not overcome it.  The real light which gives light to everyone was coming into the world.  (light candles).

Reader 2:
He was in the world, and through Him the world was made; yet the world did not know who He was.  To His own He came, yet His own did not accept him.  Any who did accept Him, He empowered to become children of God.

All:
And the Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us!  And we have seen His glory, the glory of an only Son, coming from the Father, filled with enduring love.  Of His fullness we have all had a share — love following upon love.

Psalm 63

Leader:
You are the light of the world; a city set on a hill cannot be hidden.

Right Side:
O God, You are my God, for You I long; for You my soul is thirsting.  My body pines for You like a dry, weary land without water.  So I gaze on You in the sanctuary to see Your strength and Your glory.

Left Side:
For Your love is better than life, my lips will speak Your praise.  So I will bless You all my life.  In Your name I will lift up my hands.  My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth shall praise You with joy.

Right Side:
On my bed I remember you.  On You I muse through the night for you have been my help; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.  My soul clings to You; Your right hand holds me fast.

Left Side:
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the beginning is now and will be forever.

All:
You are the light of the world; a city set on a hill cannot be hidden.

Leader:
We are all lights to the world.  We are all blessed in many ways with many different gifts.  The gifts of hearing, sight, speech, kindness and gentleness of heart, courage, crafty with hands, speedy on our feet.  Each of us offers this gift to the entire group – and it is in the sharing of each little part that makes the whole look so good.


I ask you now to listen to the following prayer and when you hear your name, please stand up. [You may wish to customize these petitions with the gifts or needs of your particular board members, and insert the names of 1 or 2 people in each – be sure everyone is included.]

Lord, Jesus, I call upon You today to bless in a special way:  (name/s of certain board member/s).

Fill (name/s of certain board member/s) with peace and joy that comes from working in Your vineyard.

Be present in a special way to (name/s of certain board member/s).

Help (name/s of certain board member/s) to see Your face in all the faces they meet each day.

Guide (name/s of certain board member/s) each day so that they make decisions rooted in your love.

Listen to (name/s of certain board member/s) as they call on you each day for guidance and strength.

Touch with your peace each day (name/s of certain board member/s) as they minister in Your vineyard.

Bring (name/s of certain board member/s) closer to your heart each day.

Continue to work through (name/s of certain board member/s) each day in their lives.

Allow the hearts and minds of (name/s of certain board member/s) to remain open always to you.

May you always find in (name/s of certain board member/s) a love for your people and an openness to your word.

Renew in (name/s of certain board member/s) the gifts of Your Spirit and of Your love.

Find always in (name/s of certain board member/s) a willingness to serve you and to love you.

Deepen within (name/s of certain board member/s) a longing for you and your will.

Strengthen in your spirit and love (name/s of certain board member/s) as they continue serving you.

And finally Lord – bless all of us as we stand in praise of You today, thankful for the gift You are to us and the gifts we are to one another.

We ask you this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Leader:
I now ask you to bless yourselves in response to the prayer I will pray now. As I mention each action please bless that part of your body by making the sign of the cross over it.

Jesus, please bless my ears with the sign of the cross so that I may always hear Your words.

Jesus, bless my eyes with the sign of the cross so that I may always see Your works.

Bless my lips with the sign of the cross so that I will speak as You would speak.

Bless my heart with the sign of the cross so that I may always make my heart Your home.

Bless my hands with the sign of the cross so that I may touch others with your gentleness.

And now let us all pray together…

All:
Lord, You created us for yourself and our hearts are restless until they rest in You.  Please show us how to love You with all our heart and our neighbor as ourselves.  Teach us to be practical about loving one another in You and for you and as You desire.  Show us our immediate neighbor today; call our attention to the needs of others.  Remind us that You count as done to You what we do for one another, and that our turning away from one another is really turning our backs on You.  Make us know, love, and serve You in this life and be happy forever in the next in union with all our sisters and brothers, children of a common Father.  To serve You is to reign.  Amen
(Created by Barbara Amabile, Assistant Superintendent for Religious Education in the Diocese of Allentown, Pa., for use at a 2-day retreat for principals in the diocese, at which Dr. Regina Haney presented a session on the relationship of boards and principals on Nov. 8, 2007. Barbara has graciously provided it for others who wish to adapt and use it.)

PAGE  
4

