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Financial Development of Catholic Schools

“May charity be the root and foundation of your life.”

                                                                      (Ephesians 3.17)

The mission of Catholic schools has always been to provide a quality, faith-based education to all those who want it for their children. Unfortunately, tuition and support from parishes alone do not generate sufficient operating funds for schools. Providing supplemental funds is critical to the financial well being of our schools.  Contributions by parents, grandparents, alumni, and friends play an important role in supporting those who have the awesome responsibility of the faith formation of the children in their care.

Development is essential to ensure the future of Catholic education. The focus of work in development must continue to address the schools’ long-range financial objectives. It is important to reach both current and long-range goals. Long-term financial strength is crucial to ensure our ability to meet the opportunities and challenges the future will present.

Successful development efforts can help provide quality staff, programs, and facilities.  Money may be used for tuition assistance, to fund teacher salaries and professional workshops, to maintain buildings and to purchase supplies, as well as equipment necessary to provide an effective learning environment. 

There are various ways supporters can show their commitment to the future and financial stability of Catholic schools.


Annual Appeals – Many schools use this initiative as the focal point for their development program – usually a combination of a mail package and a follow-up phone call or personal visit.  

Capital gifts – These gifts are usually specifically restricted by the donor for capital needs that can include such projects as the construction or renovation of facilities.

Planned Giving: Bequests – Individuals may choose to designate a school as a beneficiary in their will.  This is an ideal way to leave a legacy gift to the Church.


We thank Staples for sponsoring ACCENT for 2005-2006.

Click the logo for more information.

Endowment funds- This type of fund is intended to exist for the life of the school, providing a steady source of income year after year.  The principal of the fund remains invested while the annual earnings are used to meet the current educational needs of the school. 

Gifts of Appreciated Securities- Stocks, bonds, and mutual fund shares may be donated to a school that will benefit and may earn important tax benefits for the donor.  
Memorial and Tribute Gifts - Monetary gifts  made in memory of or in honor of a loved one.

Matching Gifts- Some businesses and corporations match gifts made by employees, retirees and family members.

What then is our responsibility in encouraging others to participate in these various avenues of development?   We must invite people to become involved in making charitable contributions either in a one-time effort or for an extended period of time.  To enhance this process it is helpful to give an identity to those who will benefit.  Parents, faculty, staff, students, and grandparents, both past and present, as well as parishioners, business corporations, and foundations are called to assist with this vital endeavor.  Benefactors have been, and hopefully will continue to be, responsible for the viability of Catholic schools through the years.

Charitable giving is a wonderful means of thanking God for His many blessings in our lives.  Unselfish giving allows contributors to share in the mission of Catholic schools, forming a partnership that supports both financially and spiritually.  In addition, this generosity enables all of us to share our faith and influence the future in a positive, Christian manner.

Mary Ellen Wagner

Principal

Holy Family School

Rochester, NY
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Staples Contract Division

National Catholic Educational Association

Staples answers both your "back to school" needs as well as your office needs, with a full range of products and services. Take advantage of great benefits you can get only through Staples Business Advantage, with online ordering and control on StaplesLink.com and low contract prices, with discounts averaging 65% on over 4,000 items found in the NCEA, pre-priced catalog. This special price program is available only through Staples Business Advantage. It is not available in Staples stores. For more information, please contact: Richard Paisner 800-617-1712 x440 or Richard.paisner@staples.com.
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